
Nelson County ATC teams take first and second place honors at 
2009 Kentuckiana Welding Classic; Meade County ATC places third

Nelson County Area Technology Center Welding Teams 1 and 2 display their hardware.  
Front row (l to r):  Nate Mattingly - 1st SMAW (T-2); Jacob Jury - 2nd SMAW (T-1); and Cody 
Elingsworth - 2nd Written Theory (T-1).  Back row (l to r): Robert Dishon - 5th FCAW (T-2); Josh 
Bartley - 3rd FCAW (T-1); Chris Mouser - 5th GMAW (T-2); Brad Blair - 4th GTAW (T-1); Brian 
Spalding - 3rd GTAW (T -2); Brian Simpson - 3rd Written Theory (T-2); and Ethan Barnes.

Joe Grider
Nelson Co. ATC
Welding Instructor:

“We have a strong 
welding program.  It is 
my hope that we can 
continue to enroll 
students who have a 
strong will to learn one 
of the many skilled 
crafts that are in short 
supply.

“I have always 
encouraged my 
students to work hard 
and do their best, win 
or lose.  This is a group 
of students that any 
instructor would be 
proud to have in class.

“We appreciate the 
opportunity to compete 
and believe that events 
like this bring out the 
best talents in our 
students.”



Students were pumped, sparks flew, and once again Kentucky Tech 
welding teams dominated other competitors.  This time, it was a competition 
between Indiana and Kentucky welding teams at the 4th Annual 
Kentuckiana Welding Classic.  

Nelson County Area Technology Center (ATC) was victorious in the 
overall team competition and pulled in first and second place finishes.  It 
was the fourth consecutive year welding instructor Joe Grider's teams won.  
The Meade County ATC welding team won third place.  

All in all, ten teams from six schools competed in New Albany, IN on 
March 19-20 during the C.A. Processor School of Technology tournament. 

The competition was comprised of five separate individual welding 
events including GTAW (Gas Tungsten Arc Welding), GMAW (Gas Metal Arc 
Welding), SMAW (Shielded Metal Arc Welding), FCAW (Flux Core Arc
Welding), and a written theory test.  Individual and Team awards were given.

Mike Arand, welding instructor at Prosser served as the tournament 
director.  He noted there were four Indiana teams, two from Prosser and two 
teams from Jeffersonville High School.  In addition to Nelson and Meade Co. 
area technology centers, Breckinridge Co. ATC represented Kentucky Tech.  
Franklin County Career and Technical Center, a locally operated school, 
also represented Kentucky in the competition. 



Competitive Event Winners
FCAW

1st Place
Righter Dundon, 
Franklin Co. CTC
(T-1)

2nd - Prosser (IN)

3rd Place
Josh Bartley 
Nelson Co. ATC 
(T-1) 

4th Place
Russ Clark 
Meade Co. ATC

5th Place 
Robert Dishon
Nelson Co. ATC 
(T-2) 

GMAW

1st Place 
Kyle Shupert
Franklin Co. CTC
(T-1)

2nd Place
Nick Fowler 
Meade Co. ATC 

3rd Place
Evan Sandlin
Franklin Co. CTC 
(T-2) 

4th Place 
Dustin Phillips 
Breckinridge Co. 
ATC 

5th Place
Chris Mouser 
Nelson Co. ATC
(T-2)

SMAW

1st Place
Nate Mattingly 
Nelson Co. ATC
(T-2)

2nd Place
Jacob Jury
Nelson Co. ATC
(T-1)

3rd Place
Thomas Roach
Meade Co. ATC

4th Place
Prosser

5th Place
Jeffersonville HS 

GTAW

1st Place
Prosser

2nd Place
Jeffersonville HS

3rd Place
Brian Spalding 
Nelson Co. ATC
(T-2)

4th Place
Brad Blair
Nelson Co. ATC
(T-1)

5th Place
Chris Green
Franklin Co. CTC
(T-2)

Theory

1st Place
Ryan Speaks
Meade Co. ATC

2nd Place
Cody Elingsworth
Nelson Co. ATC
(T-1)

3rd Place
Brian Simpson
Nelson Co. ATC
(T-2)

4th Place
Tyler Stevenson 
Breckinridge Co. 
ATC

5th Place
Leslee Haydon
Franklin Co. CTC
(T-2)



"These young adults represent the cream of the crop," said Arand.  "The advisors are all 
tough competitors and it says a lot about what these students are learning in their respective 
programs. In our view, this competition simulates the type of certification testing students 
would go through to become employed.  It's tough and they all learn something from the 
experience.”

Safety is a major concern in the classroom as well as on the job and the competition also 
included a tool box checklist of required equipment worth a total of 50 points.  "Student 
safety is our main concern," said Arand.

Competitors were treated to a luncheon prepared by Prosser culinary arts students and 
the teachers were also treated to t-shirts donated by Lincoln Welding.  After lunch, the 
awards program was kicked off by a drawing where each participant won some type of prize.

Prosser students feed Meade Co. ATC students 
during special luncheon for competitors.

At right (l to r):  Basham, Grider, McCoy and Randy 
Shewmaker, Franklin Co. CTC welding instructor.



Meade Co. ATC Welding Team ( l to r):  Ryan Speaks -1st Written Theory; Russ 
Clark - 4th FCAW; Michael McCoy – GTAW competitor; Instructor David McCoy, 
Thomas Roach - 3rd SMAW; and Nick Fowler - 2nd GMAW. 

Meade Co. ATC Welding Team – 3rd Place Overall Team Winner

David McCoy:

“We have had a 
very successful year 
so far.  It’s great for 
everyone involved.

“A lot of people tell 
me how good of a job 
that I am doing; but, I 
believe that the 
quality of the student 
plays a major role in 
the success of a 
program. 

“This class as a 
whole has the best 
attitude, work ethic, 
and drive than any 
other class I have 
ever had the privilege 
of teaching.  Quite 
frankly, that helps to 
make my job easy. I 
am very proud of 
each student on our 
team.”



Basham:

“All of my students 
have worked hard for 
these competitive 
events. These same 
types of welds are what 
employers are looking 
for in skill level. 

“Competing in these 
events helps students 
understand what they 
need to do to obtain a 
welding certification.  
These welds fully test 
their abilities and 
actually prepare them for 
what they will go 
through in an industry 
setting. 

“I’m proud of my 
students for their hard 
work and effort.  I think 
they realize what areas 
need more focus in 
making them better to 
obtain perfection.”

Above:  Dustin Phillips - 4th GMAW; Instructor Chris 
Basham, and Tyler Stevenson - 4th Written Theory. 

Breckinridge Co. ATC individual winners
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Franklin County Career and Technical Center individual winners

Franklin Co. CTC, the only locally operated Kentucky school, placed 4th in 
the overall team competition.  Photo (l to r): Chris Green - 5th GTAW (T-2); 
Leslee Haydon - 5th Written Theory (T-2); Righter Dundon - 1st FCAW (T-1); 
Kyle Shupert - 1st GMAW (T-1); and Evan Sandlin - 3rd GMAW (T-2).

Randy Shewmaker
Franklin Co. CTC 
Welding Instructor:

“There is nothing like 
good competition and 
events like this reinforce 
what students learn in the 
classroom. My students 
worked hard to get ready 
for this competition and 
they realize the 
importance of good skills.  
It helped each of them 
become more aware of the 
talent they will be 
competing against in the 
real world and what they 
need to do to succeed. 

“In my opinion, these 
competitions bring out the 
best in students and they 
also get a chance to learn 
a little about themselves.  

“We appreciate what 
Mr. Arand has done to 
make this competition a 
success.”
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